
Lakeland Montessori Schoolhouse 
Lakeland Montessori Middle School                                           

Introduction to Parent Action Committee (PAC) 

The Parent Action Committee is excited to welcome everyone to the new school year at both Lakeland 
Montessori School (LMS) and Lakeland Montessori Middle School (LMMS)!  Whether you are new to our 
school, or are returning for another wonderful year, we invite you to be an active part of our school 
community.   

As parents, we recognize that our school administrators and teachers do a fabulous job for our 
children.  We also recognize they need our support as parents in many ways, and that parent support 
takes our school, and our children, to new levels. 

All parents at Lakeland Montessori are automatically a member of our Parent Action Committee (PAC), 
membership dues or forms are not required.  PAC is truly led by the parents of this school, not governed 
by LMS administrators or other separate entity.  Our specific guidelines may change from year to year as 
parents see fit.  But there are many goals and procedures that remain the same:  

       We strive to support the school, the students, the teachers, the administrators, and all our 
LMS families, as well as promote awareness and good faith in our local community. 

       We work together with all involved to determine how we will carry out that support. 

       All parents are included and treated equally, and encourage all to participate fully in a way 
that suits each person best.  Parents are welcome to participate in any committees or projects 
that interest them.  Other family members, such as grandparents or relatives can also be 
involved. 

       Official communications about PAC will be emailed through official school 
communications. 

       PAC Finances governed fully by the PAC Core, and tracked by the official school accounting 
system.  The funds we raise (and save) during one school year are available for the budget 
during the next school year. 

       PAC is not legally a separate entity, but is an extension of Lakeland Montessori, and thereby 
formal PAC Events must be preauthorized to ensure they meet legal and insurance qualifications 
so that the safety of our children are covered.  

We have some wonderful school traditions that we support annually through committee planning and 
implementation.  And we embrace creative new ideas and projects with parents who are ready to make 
things happen!    We realize that each family here is unique, with unique talents, interests, and unique 
ways they get involved and show support. There are many ways to get connected, stay informed, and be 
an active part of our school community. 

Make sure to add your family to the Family Database on the Parent section of the Lakeland 
Montessori website.  This form provides includes questions that allow families to list special skills, 
knowledge or connections, as well as indicating in which committee(s) you may interest you.  This is not a 
commitment, it just helps us get to know each family and how they may like to be involved.   

 If there are grandparents or relatives who also want to be connected and involved, they can also 
complete one of these forms, and indicate how they would like to be involved. 



It also provides the information we need to invite you to join our unofficial family discussion group.  

Connect with other families through our unofficial family discussion groups, follow the topics and 
participate in the discussions.   These groups are designed specifically for families to talk amongst 
themselves, set up informal Playdates, to ask questions, to share ideas.  Parents are not required to join 
these discussion groups to be active in PAC, but we have found that the Montessori philosophy of 
teamwork and community work best when we communicate and work together.  

PAC has chosen to set up Google Groups for all interested family members, LMS Families and LMMS 
Families.  These are private group only seen by members.  For ease of use, the posts are directly sent 
as a personal email to each member, for which it is easy to “Reply All" to continue the discussion with 
everyone.  Links and more details will come out in a separate communication. 

Some folks are avid Facebook users, so we have also set up private Facebook GROUPs available for 
each:  LMS Chatter and LMMS Chatter.  

Be aware:  None of the teachers or administrators of LMS or LMMS are members of these groups.   ALL 
official information concerning the school or PAC will be sent out with the official school 
communications.  Parents are welcome to use these informal discussion groups to discuss, with other 
parents, any questions or comments about topics presented in the official school emails. 

Attend PAC meetings.  ALL LMS AND LMMS families are invited to join with us at this time to keep 
informed, ask questions, and be a part of the process of supporting our school.  Mark your calendar for 
PAC meetings on the 2nd Monday of each month at 6:30 pm. at the Main Lakeland Library, but a few 
holidays require it to be scheduled on a 3

rd
 Monday. A list of dates will be posted on the website.  

Our Principal, Heather Manrow starts the meeting with up front school issues and answers 
questions.  PAC leaders offer presentations or open discussion topics that interest ALL parents.  Then 
we break up into our committee groups to discuss ideas, plans, implementation procedures, etc. 

LMMS families will meet separately as we break up to address issues specific to middle school issues. 

Get involved with a committee or project, in order to help with the planning and implementation of 
traditional and new events.    If able to attend the meetings, we would be thrilled to have you join us.  It is 
much more fun and productive when there is a good team of people to work with.  But there is also need 
for “behind the scenes” work that does not require meeting attendance, especially certain computer 
based support.  Just let the committee chair know how you would like to be involved.  Separate pages 
detail more information about these committees and contacts. 

       Grounds Committee 

       Events Committee 

       Memories Committee 

       Fundraising Committee 

       Community Awareness Committee 

       LMS Families Committee 



Thanks for your interest in being an active part of our school community !  Please connect with us and let 
us know the best way for YOU to make a difference.  

Debbie Mondale 

PAC Facilitator 2013-14 

 


