
LMS PAC Meeting         Jan. 13, 2014 

PAC Meeting notes are presented first, with the information from the 6 pm. Presentation on page 2. 

PAC MEETING NOTES:  

LMS Blueprint Process 

LMS/LMMS is going through a Blueprint Process. This means we will be revisiting what guides the beliefs 

and values of the school moving forward.  The link to the Blueprint rough draft (on Google Docs) has 

been sent as an email to all families, and all are encouraged to review it and be a part of the 

conversation to create a truly unique document that helps us define how our children will be guided in 

their learning process.   The document itself is open for anyone to ask questions or make comments on 

the side (as you will see).  We can have discussions on the Google Group, get together at the school to 

discuss it, or whatever it takes to really get everyone involved in this process.  There will be two formal 

meetings and parents are encouraged to attend and contribute. 

 A meeting/discussion with Kitty Bravo is scheduled for Friday 1/17/14 11:45-12:45.  

 Also, an all-day meeting will occur Saturday Feb. 22th  

Upcoming Events and Deadlines 

The Historic Timeline is scheduled for Feb. 13th in the evening at LMMS in the auditorium.   One of our 

families has graciously agreed to take photos of each participating student, and is requesting a 

photographer screen and an appropriate stool.  The group decided to just have drinks – not a fundraiser. 

Pre-K Applications for Kindergarten:   Open enrollment to submit the online application for kindergarten 

begins Jan. 21st. You must apply; admission is not automatic although all of our current pre-k four 

students will be admitted into Kindergarten at LMS with the submission of the online K application. 

We need to verify that the K-kids will be participating in the Pancake Festival on Feb. 8th. This is the last 

year for it.  

January 30th LMS report cards coming out on Compass. 

Next PAC meeting is Mon. Feb. 10th at In-Tune Studios. There is a parking lot behind Dixieland Village.  

The cross street with a light is on South Florida Ave. at Patterson.  

Parents are interested in continuing the short presentation before the PAC meeting.  We would like 

suggestions on what parents would like:   Some recommended asking teachers to come in to do a 

presentation on how lessons work.  We agreed that this additional teacher time can be compensated 

through a PAC mini-grant request.   This conversation will be continued on the LMS Families Google 

group, so be sure that your email address is included as a member, and watch for these discussions. 

 



Questions and Answers 

There were some questions about the money raised last year from the Walkathon.   The fundraiser was 

presented that the funds raised were to support the teacher’s choice to implement the Accelerated 

Reader (AR) program.  The initial fees were quite high for the first year (since we were no longer able to 

be included with another school due to growth) and required the school’s budget for it, as well as 

additional funds from PAC as a mini-grant, which was unanimously approved.    

Families are now curious why the school was no longer using the AR program this year.  The teachers at 

LMS this year chose to go with a different, less expensive, but similar program, Scholastic Counts (the 

cost of which is fully covered by the school budget).   All families were sent information about this 

program and the username and password to use this program.   Families were concerned that the AR 

system included tests for a LOT more books, and that the Scholastic book options were much more 

limited.   The principal assured families that these reading programs are not part of the Montessori 

curriculum, or a part of their grade.   Scholastic Counts can be used as a way to help students read a 

variety of books, including non-fiction books, and many of these books are at the school in the 

classrooms.   There are many other ways that teachers determine each child’s reading comprehension.    

For practice at home with reading comprehension in preparation for the FCAT, the students have the 

online FCAT Explorer program. 

 

Committee Updates 

Fundraising:    The proceeds from the Grown-Ums Fundraiser was about $640.00. 

Walk-A-Thon, headed up by Lauren Kylee, will occur on Friday,  Feb. 28th.  Watch for more details. 

Talk to Jennifer Jones if you are interested in helping arrange a Spirit Night Fundraiser at Chick-Fil-A, or 

wherever.  No Spirit Nights are currently planned.  No committee meeting needed tonight. 

Families: –  Picasso’s Cup was a good family event held at the beginning of December, but only a few 

families attended and participated.  Please share ideas you would enjoy participating in.   We can 

continue this discussion on the LMS Families Google Group so more people can participate. 

Special Events:  Currently focusing on the Historical Timeline in coordination with the Discover’s class 

teacher and Erika Barcia.  No committee meeting needed tonight. 

Grounds:  No committee meeting needed tonight. 

Memories:  No committee meeting needed tonight. 

Community Awareness:  Some families would like to discuss how we can approach sharing information 

about businesses we have, or that we may recommend to each other – something maybe like an LMS 

“Angie’s List”.    We can continue this discussion on the LMS Families Google Group. 



6:00 pm. Presentation  at PAC Meeting        Jan. 13, 2014 

Introduction to Lakeland Montessori Middle School, by Principal Heather Manrow. 

The Montessori Middle School is a multi-age classroom, having both 7th and 8th graders. There are a total 

of 60 students in LMMS. 

Key points: 

Freedom within Limits. Students are given freedom, but within a structured environment. 

Prefrontal Cortex.   Based on adolescent brain development studies, this part of the brain is growing at 

this age. Students have reflection time (health class) after lunch to do journaling. This helps with their 

meta-cognition. 

The Nature of Middleschoolers: They have a decreased ability for decision making coupled with a strong 

desire for rewards. They often misread social and emotional cues. They are not sure what they like 

anymore. They need a routine, lots of sleep, and some help with task management. They are more likely 

to participate in risk-taking behavior, so in LMMS, they are given opportunities to fill that need in a 

prepared, safe environment in order to reduce the need to seek risk elsewhere. Examples include: the 

Ropes course, the Dinner & Theater Show, camping trips. 

The school day schedule:  The classroom is centered on group work and social interaction with a balance 

of individual work. They have uninterrupted blocks of time to work which helps with their time 

management skills and allows for deep concentration. 

Academic Program. The subject areas are: Natural World (i.e. Science), Social World (i.e. Social Studies), 

7th grade Math, Pre-Algebra, (9th grade Algebra is offered through FLVS if students are ready), Language 

Arts which includes reading and writing, Research (as a credit), Community Meeting (i.e. Speech), 

Physical Education (mostly everyday), and Service Learning which occurs during Intersessions. There are 

6 cycles in the school year. Each cycle, grades are calculated, but only the average of cycles 1-3 and 4-6 

are reported on their permanent record. “Color groups” , which are randomly-selected, determine 

which teacher the student has and they change each cycle. A study hall is offered after school on 

Wednesday until 4 p.m. 

Application Process:  In 2013, a feeder agreement was approved by the school board such that LMS 

students have preference for admission in LMMS. New this year, the Student Snapshot is optional for 

existing students in LMS applying to LMMS.  For questions, ask Heather Manrow.   Applications will not 

be accepted until January 21st.   Email Mrs. Manrow to schedule a visit (with your child); Visits will be 

scheduled on Wednesdays from 8:15-10:30 a.m. 

 

 


